
CONGRESSMAN OLVER AND SENATOR KENNEDY ANNOUNCE $200,000 GRANT FOR RURAL HEALTH OUTREACH IN BERKSHIRE, FRANKLIN, WORCESTER AND BARNSTABLE COUNTIES
September 02, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-First District) and U.S.                Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced today that the Children°s Health                Program, Inc. of Great Barrington and AHEC Community Partners of                Amherst has been awarded a $200,000 rural health grant by the U.S.                Department of Health and Human Services.  The funding will                be used for their Health Care Connections Program -- a rural health                outreach program that will target 3 regions in Massachusetts - the                South Berkshires, North Quabbin and the Lower and Outer Cape. 
                 
               Congressman Olver and Senator Kennedy sent letters of support to                Secretary Donna Shalala asking for full and expeditious funding                for the program.              

œOur rural communities have a critical need for accessible and                quality health care,” Olver said. œBy expanding the outreach and                identifying available and appropriate resources, the health care                providers can begin to break down the barriers enrollees face accessing                and utilizing available services.”              

Senator Kennedy said, œThis grant demonstrates a strong commitment                to ensuring that every child and every family in the region has                access to decent and affordable health care.” Kennedy continued,                œI want to thank the Clinton Administration for responding as quickly                as possible to this request for funding.” 
                 
               While community health care coordinators in Massachusetts have been                very successful in expanding the enrollment of eligible children                and families in Medicaid and C.H.I.P. (Childrens° Health Initiative                Program) they have encountered numerous barriers which make it difficult                to connect these households to appropriate primary care and medical                services. The Health Care Connections Program, therefore, seeks                to move beyond enrollment and establish a primary care relationship                between people in rural communities and health care providers.              

œThis funding will enable community health care coordinators to                provide outreach to enrollees by helping them to understand their                health plans, connecting them with primary care doctors and medical                homes, and identifying and reducing other barriers to quality health                care,” Olver said.              

The Childrens° Health Program and AHEC/Community Partners have                formed a Rural Health Care Consortium with health care providers                and community organizers which includes the following members:              

The Childrens° Health Program - Great Barrington 
               Outer Cape Health Services - Truro 
               Athol Memorial Home Health and Hospice - Athol 
               AHEC/Community Partners - Amherst 
               Lower/Outer Cape Community Coalition - Orleans 
               North Quabbin Community Coalition - Athol 
               University of Massachusetts Medical School, Office of Community                Programs - Worcester 
               Health Care For All - Boston 
               Massachusetts Department of Health              

For more information on Health Care Connections program, please                contact Linda Small at 413-528-9311.             
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